
Highlights this week:
Visit from Here At Last
Here At Last took time out of their busy schedule to make a special visit to
students this week. They performed a string of songs, including their hit single
Tongue, took part in a Q&A and also spoke about the stress and pressures
they have faced during lockdown. The focus was on mental health,
cyberbullying and staying safe online – issues the band have dealt with
themselves. 

Preparing for Ramadan
Salma, Retaj, Lara and Wafa in Year 11 delivered a session for staff on
Ramadan as part of our staff Continuing Professional Development. They
focused on what Ramadan is and why and how it is celebrated. They then gave
us really valuable feedback on how staff can support and be more considerate
of students who are observing Ramadan. They students were confident and
articulate and thoughtfully answered our questions. We are so grateful to our
students for supporting us to learn and do better.

BFI Screenlife Film Club
Students have now completed the Silver Arts Award. Congratulations, this is a
fantastic achievement. They will be awarded certificates soon. Students have
finished shooting their films and are in post production now. These films will
be screened at the international film festival held in Liverpool and pitched to
International film director Timur Bekmambetov.

Studio Art Club
This week was a free create in response to “my favourite things.” Students 
were able to use a full range of media to explore their inspiration and had 
some wonderful ideas. 

Visit to Much Woolton Primary School
We visited Year 5 and 6 pupils at Much Woolton Primary School as part of 
British Science Week. 8 members of the BRI supported pupils to participate in 
two activities “pipette a rainbow” and “observing butterflies under the micro-
scope” . Well done to the student team who led the activities brilliantly.

COVID Numbers - We are experiencing an increase in positive cases in
the building. Please do continue to keep testing and remain vigilant for
symptoms. It is a very busy time of the year, particularly for our year 11
and 13 students so your support in keeping students and staff well and
in school is greatly appreciated.
Young Carers - We are updating our Young Carers Register, if your
child is a Young Carer can you please email
student.services@lifesciencesutc.co.uk with the students name and
who they care for. The NHS defines a Young Carer as: “…under 18 and
help to look after a relative with a disability, illness, mental health
condition, or drug/alcohol problem”.

Notes for this week:
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Student Leadership Team
This week, five of our student leaders presented to staff about Ramadan. The students brought items they
use as part of prayer for staff to see and Arabic sweets to sample! Staff very much enjoyed the session and
found it very informative. Next week the students will be presenting this assembly to their fellow students. 

Spring feels like it is firmly in the air this week and we are enjoying the brighter days. We have had
some wonderful learning opportunities this week. I am particularly proud of students who have
this week worked to educate our staff team on Ramadan, what it means to them and how we can
better support students as they celebrate.  We have also enjoyed a visit from Here At Last to share
their message about mental health and staying safe online.

WORD OF THE WEEK -
EPIPHANY
Definition: A moment of
sudden and great
revelation or realization.
Usage: My friend stopped in
the middle of the airport,
and in that instant, it was as
if she had an epiphany that
made her rush back home
to her family.



Ignite - Ignite have been working on their cross media project planning and designing an interactive
media product - a mobile app for a new game promoting the film they’ve planned in previous lessons. In
English, Ignite have been developing their creative writing skills and considering how to bring
sophistication into their writing. Historians have been looking at Pearl Harbour and its role in America
entering the war. We have been running an Ignite BRI scholarship programme where a small group of
year 9 students have successfully applied to work alongside the year 12s in the BRI and Health Team
across a range of exciting projects linked to the UTC and Studio pathways and specialisms. It’s great to
see the confidence with which the ignite students approach working with the year 12s.

Year 10 - Film students have been continuing with their creative writing coursework, constructing
screenplays for their genre films. Engineers have been continuing to make their plans for the
manufacture of their laryngoscopes for the NHS. Historians have started working on a new topic –
Queen Elizabeth I. Animal Care students are continuing their Animal Behaviour unit and have been
focussed on the internal influences on animal behaviour such as different life stages and how these
affect diet and activity levels. They have also looked at how external factors such as temperature and
light levels would impact on the normal behaviour patterns of ectothermic, endothermic, nocturnal and
diurnal species of animal. Our aspiring doctors visited Edge Hill University to experience a day in the life
of a doctor. They loved scrubbing in for surgery.

Year 11 - In engineering, Year 11 have been putting the finishing touches to their portfolios. Teo Forshaw
and Joe Armbruster have been demonstrating some amazing skills by making a set of appendices
showing their extracurricular projects. In English, year 11 have been reflecting on their PPEs and
considering what they need to focus on in the run up to their GCSEs. Historians are looking at
Roosevelt’s New Deal. Animal Care students have been investigating types of PPE which can be used
when handling different species of animal. We assessed the benefits and limitations of several of these
pieces of PPE such as steel toe capped boots and safety glasses as well as handling equipment such as
snake hooks, crush cages and muzzles.

CUC6 Pathways and Projects
Creatives - Our KS5 Creatives have been continuing to build their observation skills and are developing a
strong foundation of constructive drawing, anatomy for artists, and proficient drawing techniques as they
continue with their life drawing sessions. Our Creative ambassadors met with Make Bank to discuss the
opportunity to collaborate on their marketing.

Physics - Year 12 and year 13 are continuing their work on waves and revising for their final exams. Next
week they will be getting involved with the Daresbury Laboratory Virtual Accelerator and Particle Physics
Masterclass at Daresbury. 

Engineers - Year 12 are looking forward to their talk on the "Future of Architecture" from Oliver Thomas
(Design Technology Manager) and Jens Majdal Kaarsholm (BIM Director) at BIG BIG | Bjarke Ingels Group.
Following the session, they will start their projects. Year 13 are celebrating excellent examination results.
Congratulations go to Sami, Lewis, Khaled and Mahmood who got distinctions across the board!

Games Design - NextGen Students were joined by UK games industry veteran and professional pitcher
Stephen Hey to learn his top tips for doing an online pitch. This will be useful for the students upcoming
remote work experience.

Applied Science - Year 12 have been comparing the many different treatments available for
osteoarthritis and how treatments work to restore function or reduce damage to major joints in the
musculoskeletal system. Year 13 are investigating the lymphatic disorder - lymphedema. We have looked
at the physiological causes, risk factors as well as the different treatments and management regimes,
treatment benefits and drawbacks for individual patients.

DNA Origami Project -This week a new group of year 12 and year 9 students started the DNA Origami
project which is in partnership with the Bragg Centre for Materials Research and the Institute for
Research in Schools.

Medics - We visited Edge Hill University on Wednesday for a Taste of Medicine Day. Students had the
chance to listen to doctors explain a day in their life. The students really impressed the academics and
medics running the activities with the knowledge and skills they have already developed working with Mr
Benson in our health suite. We also visited the operating theatre and got scrubbed in.  Students had a
great time overall and are excited to return. 


