
A massive thank you to all staff who have been involved in our UCAS process this year. It has
been a huge effort and we have now completed applications for almost 180 students. Our
students go on to do incredible things and it is always a real joy to read their standout
experiences and reflections in their personal statements and references. Current Year 12
students are starting to build up a raft of experiences to write about next year. This week, some
had the honour to visit and present their research to academics at the Bragg Centre for
Materials Research at the University of Leeds. Others explored our colonial legacy closer to
home with the Blue Coat. These experiences help our students to demonstrate their passion for
their academic studies and talk confidently in interview settings. We offer so much more than
just A Levels and BTECs and it is great to see our students thrive in these opportunities.

A LEVEL LANGUAGES:
We are working with a significant number of
students to complete A Levels in a modern foreign
language in addition to their core curriculum. It was
great to meet with students this week to offer
support around preparing for their Film Analysis,
Book Analysis and Research Project. 

MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT:
We are recruiting a school counsellor to support our
pastoral team and ensure students have access to
counselling services when they need them. 

COVID NUMBERS UPDATE:
Covid 19 cases are again starting to increase in the
building as expected after the winter holiday. We are
grateful to students and staff for choosing to
continue wearing masks and helping to keep our
community safe. Please keep testing at home and
remain vigilant for symptoms.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP TEAM:
This week a group of StLT in years 9, 10 and 11 met
with Caroline Scott from Liverpool City Council School’s
Parliament. It was a wonderful opportunity to
contribute to a new website the council is establishing
for young people. Caroline said our team was fantastic
and so mature. We are very proud of everyone who
took part for conducting themselves in such an
articulate and professional manner! The StLT are also
taking part in a knife crime survey to capture young
people’s views from across the city.
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Students who are interested to participate in the
Big Bird Watch should ask to be added to the
Google Classroom. No garden required.
Places are still available for students to join our
FREE Drama sessions, 4-5pm on Wednesdays.
Don't forget -  Writing sessions on the subject of
climate change will take place on 30th January at
1pm at the Open Eye Gallery. To register visit -
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/242931012197 

NOTES FOR NEXT WEEK:

DNA ORIGAMI PROJECT VISIT
Students had the opportunity to present to
leading academics at the Bragg Centre for
Materials Research at the University of Leeds.
Sixth form students have been investigating the
possibilities of DNA as a design material as part
of the Institute for Research in Schools (IRIS)
DNA Origami project. The research project has
been a chance for students to step away from
their textbooks to learn to more about materials
science and DNA nanotechnology, an emerging
field of science. Students had the chance to
showcase their designs and meet researchers
who regularly use DNA origami within their
work, opening their eyes to new careers as well
as touring the cutting-edge facilities.
Dr Lee, the lead partner on the DNA Origami
project said: “These students are quite possibly the
youngest people to construct artificial structures
using DNA, which is incredibly exciting. I’m looking
forward to introducing them to leading researchers
who will be equally impressed with their work.” 
Lewis, a year 12 student said: "It has been really
good to learn something completely new . I want to
be an engineer and it was great to learn how to use
the CAD software to design DNA nanostructures."

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/242931012197


Ignite  - In Science, we have concluded a seven-week learning programme on data
collection and analysis. They have worked through a series of workshops on
planning an experiment and data collection, drawing and interpreting different types
of graphs and tables and explaining correlations between independent and
dependant variables and spotting anomalous results. In maths, we have been
focused on sequences. In English, Ignite have been focusing on inspirational people
who use their power positively. In history, students have been looking at physical
and psychological experiences for men in the trenches in World War One.
 
Year 10  - In maths, we have been working on rounding and volume. In English, we
have been working on analysing structure. Historians have been focused on medical
advancements during WW2 including blood transfusions, understanding of blood
groups and blood storage.  In Animal Care, we have been exploring considerations
which need to be made before acquiring an animal and the importance of
responsible ownership in line with animal welfare legislation. We have looked at
factors such as lifestyle, budget, animal type and size and the importance of
research before owning an animal to promote good animal welfare. In engineering,
ywe have continued to work on our speaker docking systems. 
 
Year 11 -  Students have been working on probability or vectors in maths. In English,
year 11 are focusing on creative writing and unseen poetry. Historians have
completed their assessment on Hitler and begun their final module on the Roaring
Twenties. Engineering have been continuing to evaluate their laryngoscope scope
models and looking at suggesting potential improvements for the next stage of
developments. Animal Care students have begun their new unit of work on safe
working and have been explaining why health and safety in the workplace when
working with animals is of the upmost importance. They have been introduced to
the Health and Safety at Work Act and we have begun to consider the hazards and
risks of working with animals both in the classroom and in a workplace environment.

Historians - Year 12 students are focused on Henry VIII’s government and the build
up to the independence movement in the colonies. We had the project team in from
the Blue Coat to support this. Students participated in a session on "Liverpool and
Colonialism". In the session the we explored Liverpool's links to slavery and our own
family roots. Year 13 students are studying social mobility in Elizabethan England.
 
Applied Scientists - Year 12  have begun work on specific and non-specific immune
structures and responses. We have looked at a range of mechanical and physical
barriers and substances in the body which are the first line of defences against
pathogenic organisms as well as the inflammatory response and phagocytosis.

Games Design - Students have been starting to look at animation this week. Having
explored the 12 Principles of Animation they have gone on to experiment by creating
short Stop Motion, Traditional, Motion Graphics, and Rotoscoping animations. 

Creatives - We have had the opportunity to participate in a live stream interview
with Grayson Perry this week. Students are starting a new course of life drawing, this
will take place the last Friday of every month to help them to develop their anatomy
drawing. We have just agreed to run our Photography exhibition in 92Degrees in the
Baltic Triangle the theme of the exhibition is in response to the local area.
 
Engineers – In maths for engineering, we are working on trig identities. Year 12 are
now starting to complete assemblies of their control pendants using joints. Year 13
students are starting to prepare their CNC manufacture of the parts provided by
Bulgin for their expanded beam fibre optic connector. 


