WEEK 5

AUTUMN NEWSLETTER

The half term is flying by. Students have had another good week in the building and are working
hard towards early assessments. It has been wonderful to see alumnus students Joe and Sofia
win the Innovation Award at the Business of Science Conference. Congratulations!

NOTES FOR THIS WEEK:
Drop in surgeries will take place with Heads of Year next
week on zoom. Details will be sent to you by email.
Tuesday 12th October - Year 13
Wednesday 13th October - Year 10 and 12
Thursday 14th October - Year 11 and Ignite
We have a Virtual Open Evening on the 14th October for
any friends or family members who are keen to join us.
Current Year 11 students will shortly be invited to attend
our Sixth Form Open Evening which will take place in the
building on the 11th November.
There is a DofE Gold meeting for students, Monday, 4pm in
Sixth form hub.

JLT UPDATE:
The Junior Leaders this week have been creating Black
History Month resources and also planning ideas for
delivering assemblies over the next two weeks to their
year groups on the importance of Black History Month. We
have had some new year 9 and 12 members join who
would like to make a difference to our school community
which is excellent. Two of our Junior Leaders have been on
a University visit to Cambridge this week as well so we look
forward to hearing about their experience!

WINNERS OF INNOVATION AWARD
UTC alumni Joe and Sofia yesterday won the Innovation
Award at the Business of Science Conference. This was for
their project hydrofiltricity. Their innovative design filters
microplastics out of water whilst generating electricity. We
took 6 of our year 12 students to the conference and they
had a great time, listening to fascinating talks on advanced
manufacturing and sustainability, commercialisation of
science, the science of wellbeing and industry 5.0. The
students confidently networked with science business
people such as the CEO of an innovative textiles company
that use nano materials.

In assembly this week we have
been exploring the importance of
a healthy, balanced diet.
It was incredible to hear that over
50% of students in each year
group are skipping breakfast and
that some of those children are
also not eating lunch. This means
that by afternoon lessons, some
children are running on energy
from their evening meal the night
before.
We do not allow energy drinks in
the building but cannot control
those being bought and consumed
on the way in each day. Some
energy drinks contain as much as
16 spoons of sugar and cause a
sugar rush and then a
considerable energy slump.
I urge you to talk to your children
about regular, healthy meals and
also the impact their food choices
may be having on their learning
behaviours.
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THE TURING SCHEME: VIENNA
Year 12 students have been invited to apply for
a place on a fully funded two-week long visit to
Vienna. Students will have the opportunity to
complete a work experience placement while
in Vienna building both life and employability
skills. Don't forget the deadline for applications
is 11th October.
PROFESSOR HORNBY LECTURE
Year 12 students have had the opportunity to join a lecture from
Professor Dave Hornby on the 2021 Nobel Prize winners.
FUNKE ABIMBOLA SPEAKER SESSION
Students on our Social Sciences Pathway have had the opportunity to
virtually meet with Funke Abimbola, a Nigerian solicitor. Funke spoke
about her career in law, the barriers and prejudice she has had to deal
with and the importance of #blackhistorymonth.
HIGHLIGHTS THIS WEEK:
Ignite are working in English on how to analyse language devices in nonfiction articles. In history, they have been considering public health and
disease in Victorian England. In biology, they have been learning about
continuous and discontinuous data. They have been measuring the class
heights and then will be plotting a graph to show continuous data to
consider characteristics. They will be calculating the mean and median
averages for the class data and plotting a graph to show the class data.
Year 10 are developing their poetry comparison skills and descriptive
writing skills in English. Historians are focusing on the Black Death.
Physicists are looking at the resultant forces on sky divers and high
specification sport cars.
Year 11 are focusing on the character of Friar Lawrence in their study of
Romeo and Juliet in English. In history, students are looking at the extent
to which the allies were satisfied by the Treaty of Versailles. Biology
students are looking at plant structure and function, including
transpiration streams and the translocation of glucose.
Year 12 Biology students have completed their Induction Assessment
this week – how can it be October already!? They have been answering
questions on cell organelles, microscopy, transport across plasma
membranes and will now move onto Biological Molecules. Historians
have been looking at the problems Henry VII faced when he came to the
throne and Relationships between Britain and the colonies Pre American
Revolution.
Year 13 are concluding their studies of neurones and the nervous
system and moving onto the cycling of energy, nitrogen and phosphorus
within ecosystems. Historians are considering religion and foreign policy
under Edward’s rule.

ENGINEERING UPDATE
The rapid prototyping and manufacturing area in the engineering hub is
ready for action. We are excited that students will be able to build skills
in the following areas: 3D Printers / 3D Printing Materials / CAD and STL
Models Overview / Slicing / Maintenance and Troubleshooting.

CELEBRATING POETRY:
We have celebrated National
Poetry Day this week. Students
had the opportunity to discuss this
work by Jojoba Mansell.
A path is laid out ahead,
it forks before your feet.
A decision filled with dread,
uncertain of what you’ll meet.
A game full of chance,
of many hidden pit falls.
To find true romance,
dare you risk losing all?
Choices never easy to make,
fog seems to cloud your way.
You fear making a mistake,
of gambling and losing the day.
But life is full of Hard Choices,
And risk is part of the game.
Be brave, ignore doubting voices,
make the choice, life won’t be the
same. Jojoba Mansell

