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Huge congratulations to Jamie Macgrigannis and Niall Stewart in year 13 who

have been successful in securing a degree apprenticeship at Barclays.

Our Unilever Inspire Competition Group were this week awarded 2nd place

out of over 20 schools who took part. Congratulations to Aakash, Malike,

Ahmed, Ziad and Isaac and to Sarah who mentored the group.

Farm Urban, our resident Aquaponics experts are recruiting a Technician

through the Kickstart Scheme.  https://farmurban.co.uk/work-with-us/

On the 27th April, students participated in the First Arabic Competition

organized by the British Council and the Qatar Foundation. They all did so

well. The Judges selected  Nour Al-Tarsha as winner in the Arabic Speaking

category of the competition. Well done Nour!

Thursday 13/5/21 Eid - Best wishes to all our families celebrating the end of

Ramadan. Please note we are only allowed to authorise 1 day’s absence for Eid

so we look forward to seeing all students back in on Friday 14th.

There is so much interesting stuff going on in the building at the moment that it

is hard to choose what we include in the newsletter. It is fair to say life here at

least is returning to normal with mentoring opportunities, competitions, charity

projects and getting thoroughly stuck in to incredible industry and real world

projects. We are seeing our Year 13 students secure incredible opportunities

through university places and degree apprenticeships and delivering the hard

work to secure their entry requirements. There is a lot to feel optimistic about.

NOTES FOR THIS WEEK:
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CCF UPDATE
We have had an incredible

number of students sign up as

new recruits to our CCF

programme. This is a

fantastic opportunity to build

skills and experience and will

be a brilliant addition to any

CV or personal statement. A

very warm welcome to you all.

JUNIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
This week a group of students from JLT took

part in a small focus group with Ben Demba

who is an ex- Studio pupil who now owns a

marketing company, looking at how we can

improve student experiences on public

transport, navigating around our city and

reflecting on ways to make it a safer and more

enjoyable experience for young people. This

was an excellent way for our students to have

their say in a city-wide initiative. The Junior

Leaders have also been supporting a year 13

Enterprise project this week by selling Divine

Chocolate Fair Trade bars, where 50% of

profits go directly to farmers in Ghana to each

of their year groups. A special shout out to

Retaj, Lara and Julia in Year 10 who made £25

in 15 minutes!!!! Well done everyone involved.

We are also in the process of creating

yearbooks for year 11 and 13 behind the scenes

with the help of Mr Forrest! 

Y13 SALES OF DIVINE
CHOCOLATE
Divine Chocolate is a social

enterprise driven by a

mission. They use chocolate

to bring people together, to

create dignified trading

relations, empower producers

and consumers. The business

model reflects the belief that

producers should earn a

share of the profits they help

to create. That’s why a

shareholder of Divine is

Kuapa Kokoo Farmers’

Union, a co-op of 100,000

farmers in Ghana who grow

the cocoa. The farmers’

ownership stake in Divine

Chocolate is a first in the

Fairtrade world.



YEAR 10 
Studio PBL have been looking at iterative design and creating a board game

version of the real action game we are going to run next month.  The students

have had great fun developing the board game on their desks and then playing

it out.  Each time they have been tasked with adding or deleting features so

they can understand iterative design and development. In UTC PBL, Year 10

started to prepare their final piece for the microscopy and visualisation project.

They were set the task of producing a wall display or piece of art after

conducting an in-depth observation of a particular organism or object using a

range of visualisation and microscopy techniques. The students are including

photographs, hand drawn images, photos taken using light microscopy and of

course Electron Micrographs taken using the Scanning Electron Microscope

(SEM). They have made a great start and are producing some beautiful pieces.

Biologists have focussed on the how we can genetically engineer human insulin

and assessing the pros and cons of GM food. Physicists have completed their

assessment on Waves and are now moving on to the Electromagnetic Spectrum.

In History, we are finishing our Health and the People topic and starting

Elizabeth I! Y10 had their non-calculator maths assessment this week. They

will have a calculator paper on 20th May and will need to bring their own

calculator. We recommend that they use the videos and quizzes on Hegarty

maths and AQA practice papers on www.onmaths.com to prepare.

YEAR 9 IGNITE
Ignite scientists have been looking at inheritance, the respiratory system, looking at asthma and the various

medications and techniques used to treat patients suffering from it. They are learning about the principals of

oxygen therapy and the different delivery devices. Ignite are also working on chemical reactions with metals,

learning how to write and balance chemical equations. Health students have been looking at the main health

issues that affect people in the City Region. They have chosen the issue they are most interested in and are

designing their own initiative to help the public make healthier choices. In English, Ignite are continuing to enjoy

the play, DNA, studying the complexities of characters exploring how the writer develops tension through stage

directions and dialogue. Students have been eager to take on speaking parts and are gaining confidence with every

scene! In Maths we have been working on scale diagrams and bearings. 

STUDIO PBL
Students are pushing ahead with their TV

game show. They have been looking at how

we run the project using Agile development

methodology. Students are now setting their

own tasks, timescales and priorities which

one of the group will manage going forward.

Agile is a key skill we embed through PBL

so students can instantly contribute to

teamwork when they start their career. 

UTC PBL 
Last week, students examined mammalian anatomy through dissecting a rat.

This week they summarised the dissection by preparing a poster, model, or

animation demonstrating the process and what they had learned. The students  

presented their findings with great creativity.

Amazon Longitude Explorer
Prize Group Update

The ALEP group had their first

meeting with their industrial

mentor from Amazon. They

discussed ideas for the design of

the plastic digester box and

what materials it would be made

from. They also started to think

about the target market. They

were encouraged to write a

press release and work

backwards from it in developing

their design as this is what they

do at Amazon when designing a

new product. Read more about this in the Liverpool Echo

http://www.onmaths.com/


YEAR 12 
BTEC Applied science groups have been carrying out experiments to determine the enthalpy of combustion of

different fuels, with a focus on accuracy and precision. Chemists have been learning about analytical techniques

and their applications in industries such as forensics and drug development. In maths, we have been solving

equations using logarithims. In further maths we have been preparing for our first mock assessment. Historians

have begun the background reading for their coursework so have been learning about anti-antisemitism in early

Germany before the Nazi Party came to power. 

BRI UPDATE
Our Baltic Research Institute

Technical Centres Team presented

their work with the SEM during

an online Zoom Meeting that was

recorded and edited to present at

the Institute for Research In

Schools (IRIS) conference later

this month. The students spoke

eloquently about how they in their

BRI roles had supported and

facilitated the project

work/research of other students

at the school using the SEM. Well

done to Niamh, Charlotte,

Jasmine and Mo for

demonstrating outstanding

Science Communication skills and

representing us so well.

UTC PBL 
Students have started to produce their final

pieces of art based on their microscopy and

visualisation work. They have got some truly

stunning images using the SEM and are

working hard to turn these into original pieces

of art for display in our labs.

THE STUDIO 
EPQ projects and essays are really starting to take shape now as

we move out of the research phase and into the development

phase. There is a real variety of projects evolving and it is great

to see students combining their skills and passion in a focussed

project. The output will be a conversation starter at interview

for work, apprenticeship or university and help them answer the

question about what else they have done.

YEAR 13, THE STUDIO EPQ 
Students are completing the final stages

of their presentations about their

projects or essays. Again, lots of variety

in the projects but it is great to see the

skills we have been embedding over the

years come to the fore – applied

research, project management,

presentation, confidence, as the students

start to realise, they really know their

own projects and can discuss them at

length.

STUDIO ARTISTS
Some incredible creativity on display again from our artists.

The works here are from a range of students including

some Year 11s and 13. Artists featured are: Poppy James,

Ruby McNamara, Imogen Mannion, Jacob Povlotskys, and

year 13 student Sam Ekins. Sam has produced Leonin

Lightmane's guide to the newly discovered planet, Mexomia

X. Look out for more examples on Instagram.


