WEEK 1

SUMMER
NEWSLETTER

Welcome back. It has been a brilliant week. There is a real
sense of industry with students working hard to evidence the
grade they need to achieve this summer. There is no time to
lose and I would encourage students to work closely with their
teachers to ensure they have the best possible portfolios. There
is also a real buzz in the air. With increased flexibility and
lifting restrictions we are again securing lots of incredible
experiences for our young people which will help them to
secure incredible destinations.
JUNIOR LEADERSHIP TEAM
We have started to take on board all of the suggestions put
forward by students in our JLT focus group session at the end
of last term. It was a very powerful discussion, and we are
pleased to be able to put these thoughts and actions into
practice. We have also recently created a website for students
with videos of women speaking about their careers and hope to

Dreams Exhibition
Not long to wait for The Studio presents
Dreams. Students and staff have worked so
hard to create a work of innovation and
inspiration. You can visit the exhibition
online at http://www.eventhorizon.xyz from
Monday 19th April.

build on this further to create a platform examining
opportunities for women and girls in STEM.
https://sites.google.com/view/cuc-intwomensmonth/home

REMINDERS...
ACTION TUTORING
Sessions for Maths and English will start next week for
selected Y10s. UTC sessions will be on Mondays, Studio on
Wednesdays. Students have had a reminder from Emma.
COATS AND HOODIES
The building has now warmed up. Students no longer need or
are permitted to wear coats and hoodies in the building.
STUDENT RECRUITMENT
If you have friends or family who wish to apply, please
encourage them to do so as soon as possible.
RECRUITMENT CONSULTATION
Due to demand for places, we applied to have our age range
officially changed to 13-18. Our consultation has launched
and we would like to hear your views. Please see the website
for more.

Winners - Autodesk Hexapod Challenge
Students have done a phenomenal job in
securing 1st, 2nd and 3rd place in a national
Autodesk Hexapod challenge. Prizes were
awarded for the best customised design.
Autodesk were looking for students to go
beyond what is taught in their engineering
courses and show their creativity.
1st place - Teoman Forshaw
2nd Place - Aiden Ellis
3rd Place - Caleb Hampton
What an incredible job! Congratulations to all
involved. Autodesk were stunned by your ideas
and skill. Well done!

Year 9, Ignite

Ignite PBL Update

Scientists have been looking at light and understanding how we see

Students have been busy with a range

colour. Psychologists started a new topic on psychological problems,

of projects including the Big Bang

considering explanations of illnesses such as depression and addiction

mentor programme with Network Rail.

and the various methods of treatment available. In maths, we have

The Amazon Longitude Explorer Prize

been learning how to draw linear graphs. In STEAM, students had a go

group have started dissecting

at the appearing coin trick as part of their study of refraction.

mealworm that have been feeding on
plastic waste to see if they can find

Year 10

traces of the plastic They observed

Historians are currently studying modern medicine and the origins of

samples using the SEM to search for

the NHS. Biologists have been comparing natural selection leading to

undigested plastic in the bodies of the

evolution with selective breeding. Physicists have been focused on

larvae. Students who completed the

sound and hearing. Engineers are in the final stages of preparation for

Unilever Inspire Programme are

their exam next week. In English, Students were introduced to Romeo

developing their work further to enter

and Juliet. We read and analysed Act 1 Scene 1 thinking about how

the big bang competition. They have

Romeo is presented as a doomed character from the outset. We learned

tested their shampoo on real hair

tragic terms - catharsis and hamartia. Well done to Bobby, Cody and

samples. In the Farm Urban’s Future

Elliot for your enthusiasm and your thoughts on Romeo’s hamartia!

Food Challenge we have constructed a
simple aquaponics system and started

Year 11

propagating seeds to add.

Mathematicians have been solving equations with an unknown on
both sides. Chemists have been reviewing the fundamentals of
structure and bonding. Engineers are completing their speaker designs.
In English we revised An Inspector Calls. Special shout out to Lydia
for her analysis of the presentation of Inspector Goole. Historians are
focusing on their assessment on Hitler and the causes of WW2.
Psychologists are busy preparing for next week’s assessment on
language, thought and communication and social influence. Heath
students built working models to show how we breathe, the emphasis
was on problem solving and making choices to improve their models.

Scanning Electron Microscope
The Scanning Electron Microscope
(SEM) arrived this week and students

Year 12

have started loading and analysing

Chemists have been studying alkenes, polymers and their extensive

samples. We have looked at some

uses in things such as non stick pans, window frames and more!

amazing images of bees, barnacles,

Applied Scientists have been exploring diffusion and carrying out

blowfly and butterflies. However, we

practical activities to investigate the factors that affect it. In Maths

won’t only be observing things that

and Engineering we have been revising. In Further Maths we have

start with a “b”! Over the coming

been working on Kruskal’s, Prim’s and Dijkstra’s algorithms for

weeks every student will have the

finding minimum spanning trees. Physicists are undertaking the

opportunity to use the SEM.

diffraction core practical to determine the wavelength of light emitted
from a laser. Psychologists are studying attachment, learning different
aspects and theories such as Bowlby’s. Historians are coming to the
end of their study of Henry VIII and Colonial Independence.
Year 13
Chemists have been reviewing alkenes and aromatic chemistry in
preparation for their next assessment. Mathematicians have been
working on differential equations. Physicists are currently revising
for their next assessment on mechanics, materials and further
mechanics. Historians have focused on an assessment on Henry VII as
well as their coursework on the Holocaust. Psychologists are busy
preparing for next week’s assessment on Issues and Debates in
Psychology and Relationships.

Dementia Friends
Year 10 Health students completed a
course provided by the Alzheimer’s
Society to become a “Dementia
Friend” – someone who is more aware
of the needs, and is better able to
support, a person living with
dementia. Students enjoyed the
sessions and were able to discuss the
impact of language on the perception
of dementia, the impact of having a
family member develop dementia and
the challenges this presents. They are
being awarded their Dementia Friends
badges this week.

