NEWSLETTER,WEEK 10
Another busy and quick week here at the CUC. Lots of students hard at work
both in and out of the building which is lovely to see. We are keeping a close
eye on the devolved nations plans for end of year assessments and
encouraging students to treat every piece of work as if it is a final
assessment to showcase their full potential. There are extensive additional
resources to support you online and teachers are adding to this continually to
ensure students can get stuck in with revision and consolidation.

Notes for this week
We are keeping a really strong focus on attendance. It is key that students
take full advantage of the opportunities for face to face sessions in case
we should go into another full lockdown. If we can support you with your
child’s attendance in any way, please do get in touch.·
If your child misses school, it is essential they use our extensive online
resources to catch up. All lessons are available on google classroom.
Parents evenings for Year 11 will take place on the 30th November (STU)
and 1st December (UTC). Year 13 will take place on 9th (STU) and 10th
(UTC) December. Details to follow by email.
Year 11 students are invited to an Internal Sixth Form Open Evening on
the 3rd December. Details to follow.
There is a Principal's virtual surgery on Thursday 26th November from 5
– 6 on zoom. Please do drop in online if you have any questions.
Lord Jim Knight appeared in a feature this week talking about how to
reimagine education. It was great to hear him reference the great work we
do here. See more on twitter.
I am so impressed by the work students in our JLT have done this week
for wellness week. All coaching sessions have focused on wellness.
I wanted to congratulate Lara Hussain, Dylan Rimmer, Hayden Myhan and
Cerys Clarke who achieved an incredible second place in the Unilever and
All About STEM Bright Futures competition. Fantastic work team.

Coronavirus Testing
Thank you to all students who have accessed testing this week and sent us
their results. We are relieved that the measures we have in place are clearly
working well in helping our young people to remain safely in school. If you do
receive a positive result, it is important that you let us know by email
student.services@lifesciencesutc.co.uk including - Student Name; Which
school they attend - UTC or Studio; Date of positive test; Do they have
symptoms? If they have symptoms - what are they?
This will allow us to track students and staff they have been in contact with.
Please also email us at student.services@lifesciencesutc.co.uk if your
child has been in contact with someone with symptoms as we will need
evidence of a negative result before the child can return to the building.
Please attach your test results to the email.

Coronavirus Update
We have a small number of student
isolating due to confirmed positive cases
in Year 12. You can keep track of all
letters on our websites - select
Coronavirus from the Student Centre
drop down menu on the left of the page.
It is very important that if your child is
showing symptoms that you keep them
at home and book a Coronavirus test. If
you need support with this, please do
get in touch.
If a student is absent, we need you to
officially report their absence each day
by phone call to Louise Kennett.

Year 9 Ignite students are continuing with their study of A Christmas Carol in
English. They have specifically been focusing on the character of Scrooge and
how he is uncharitable and unkind to those less fortunate than him. To make
connections with modern day society we have looked at Marcus Rashford’s
fantastic Free School Meals campaign and the mixed reaction from MPs. In
Psychology, Ignite have been learning social construction. How laws change
from culture to culture, how laws change over time, how laws are applied
differently according to circumstances in which actions occur, why laws are
different according to place, time and culture. In maths we are working hard
on decimals. Ignite scientists have been exploring a variety of chemical
reactions and how to test the products of those reactions. Our first Year 9
Star of the Week was Ahmed Saeed. Well done Ahmed!
Year 10 are continuing with their study of the Power and Conflict Cluster in
English. They have been focusing on the power of nature this week and how it
can easily overpower man. In Biology, they are reviewing cell structure and
function and applying this knowledge to what happens during cell division.
Our Triple scientists have been studying the structure of the brain and have
completed a literacy-based exercise on Stem Cells.
Year 11 Graphics students are working on their personal investigation
projects. Psychologists learned about Milgram’s famous electric shock study
developing an understanding of his Agency theory whereby he believed
humans would act as agents for an authority figure. In English, Year 11 are at
the point in their study of Romeo and Juliet now that they can begin to
analyse in depth. They have completed a mini assessment on male
aggressive behaviour in the play and have been considering why Shakespeare
presents male characters in the way that he does. Year 11 Triple Science
students have been working on the speed of chemical reactions and the
energy changes that take place. They are also working on electrical circuits,
current and voltage. Synergy science students have studied Ionic and
Covalent bonding, and recalled Year 10 work on Heat. In maths, we are
tackling Pythagoras theorem.
Year 12. In Chemistry, we are looking at the different intermolecular forces in
simple molecular compounds and how they influence the properties of this
type of structure. In Biology, we are tackling the importance of water in
biological systems and the importance of ATP. Further Mechanics is the focus
in Physics. Maths students are working on coordinate geometry of circles,
Further Maths are focused on matrices and maths for engineering students
are tackling the coordinate geometry exam. Year 12 BTEC Biologists are
completing an assessment on specialist tissue within the lungs and blood
vessels. BTEC Chemists are looking at redox, and how oxidation states can
help us identify redox processes in chemical reactions. Psychologists are
studying plasticity and functional recovery after trauma as well as ways of
studying the brain and circadian rhythms.
Year 13 psychologists are learning about the investment model of romantic
relations and Duck’s model of relationship breakdown. They are working hard
on their revision plan and making some real improvements helping them to
prepare for their paper 1 and 2 mocks at the end of this month. In maths,
students are modelling with trigonometry. Year 13 biologists are looking at the
inheritance of genetic traits and how to statistically analyse genetic date using
Chi Squared and the Hardy-Weinberg equation, while Year 13 chemists are
looking at the origins of colour in transition metal complexes, and the
influence of oxidation state and ligands. Our BTEC chemists are studying
isomerism in organic compounds.

Junior Leadership Team
This week Student Wellbeing has been
the focus for the Junior Leadership
Team. Leading the JLTs wellness week
was Head Girl Serena she organised for
students to email positives quotes/
experiences about our teachers or a
time their teachers have helped them as
a way to support teachers wellbeing.
For teacher appreciation day which was
this Monday, this has been a great
success, we have seen many students
share positive experiences. Other
members of the Junior Leadership Team
have helped make activities for students
across the school to partake in; some of
our members have shared their
experiences of being supported by our
teachers, located on both The Studio
and Life Science's Instagram pages. On
a sadder note, this week has also
coincided with the 102nd anniversary of
the end of World War One to celebrate
the end of The Great War a member of
JLT created the whole school assembly
for remembrance day. The Junior
Leadership team have plenty more
planned for the foreseeable future. We
can't wait to share it with you once we
can.
Jaemi Aboo

