NEWSLETTER,WEEK 7
As we creep towards the end of term, I’m sure you are all ready for a rest and a chance to relax after a busy half term. We are so proud
of our students and so impressed by how well they are coping – both in school and in their remote learning. Both home and in school the
relationships are strong between staff and students. There is a definite atmosphere of focus and students are taking full advantage of
the chance to learn. As the local numbers continue to rise, it seems clear that there will be disruption for some time to come. However,
we are confident that all students are doing well both when in school and when learning from home. Engagement continues to be
brilliant and we are grateful for your continued support and commitment to ensuring students stay on track.

Notes for this week

We are expecting an announcement for an extended half term breakl. It is likely the
second week of the break is to be used for home learning so students will have
online lessons to attend. We will confirm details as soon as we know more.
Year 9 students are due back in on Tuesday 20th October. Year 9 Virtual Parents
Evening is scheduled for evenings next week.
Year 12 students of biology and sociology are due to return to the building on
Thursday 22nd October.
Year 12 and 13 Maths and Science Students are doing well with Seneca tutoring
after school and at weekends.
We're taking full advantage of the opportunity to continue engaging with employer
partners virtually, this week students had the opportunity to participate in a Q and
A with the British Film Institute.
Students will receive PPE results as a percentage rather than a grade. Our mock
exams are not a full paper so it would be misleading to give students a grade.
Students receive a percentage score and feedback on areas for development.
Years 10 and 11 - for the second half of the autumn term you will have more
option time each week. We will give you your new timetable on the first day and we
will send a copy of it to you electronically over half term.
Year 13s - after half term we will be moving the start of session 1 from 10 am
to 8.45am to maximize your teaching time. We know that they will be delighted
to have the additional hour each day to prepare for important exams.

Highlights from this weeks sessions
Year 9 Ignite students have continued with their online lessons this week whilst
isolating. In English, we have been doing some work on Educake, our English support
website and have also started to create character profiles for creative writing. In
maths we have worked on an introduction to Algebra. Ignite students have been
continuing to work on their Unilever Dishwasher Challenge and Autodesk/MTC Future
of Making Challenge remotely this week. We have been so impressed by the
attendance and engagement with remote learning from this group. They are learning to
use industry standard software to produce their 3D designs and many have become
really good at using it in such a short space of time. They have also asked so many
questions during the online lessons which is great as it demonstrates a real desire to
improve their skills and knowledge. Tomorrow they will learn to design simple websites
using google sites so students can showcase their project work.
Year 10 students are continuing with An Inspector Calls and narrative writing. Some
students have been selected to take part on the Aspire programme for Oxbridge. They
have participated in the launch activities this week. A group of students have
applied for the Young Medics programme at the University of Liverpool, fingers
crossed they will be successful. Technician, Sarah has been working with the Unilever
Bright Futures team to complete their new Shampoo that responds to the Unilever
challenge to reduce or eliminate single-use plastic packaging. Their idea is to use
sodium alginate to seal the shampoo into beads that can be burst open in your hands
when you need to wash your hair. Dr Dyer has offered to trial it for them! They are
preparing for an online meeting to judge their product against 20 other schools
across Merseyside.

Coronavirus Update Our Year 9 Hub is still currently closed to
students until 20th October. Biology and
Sociology Year 12 students are also now
isolating following a positive case.
There are no other confirmed cases in other
year groups.
It is very important that if your child is
showing symptoms that you keep them at
home and book a Coronavirus test. If you
need support with this, please do get in
touch.
If a student is absent, we need you to
officially report their absence each day by
phone call to Louise Kennett.

Year 11 psychology students have been finishing psychological problems topic this
week, learning about the causes and treatments of addiction. In maths, we have
been solving quadratic equations. In English we have started our study of the
Shakespeare component for GCSE Literature, studying Romeo and Juliet. We have
also started on transactional writing and the topics for this are based on ideas
from Romeo and Juliet; this week we looked at knife crime in modern times. Dr
Mitchell ran an amazing practical session to help students understand the
physiological changes that effect the lungs of asthma sufferers. She dissected a set
of lungs and the students used dissecting microscopes to examine pieces of lung
tissue to learn more about the structure of the lungs. This links in to sessions that
Mr Benson will be running in the health suite using SIM man to simulate scenarios
with patients suffering asthma attacks.
Bridging Programme - Esports by Ethan Westray
FIFA is one of the most played games in the world and one of the largest esports
games today. Lots of people are interested in FIFA because there is something very
familiar and enjoyable to the world's biggest sports, football. The best FIFA player
is F2Tekkz, he is only young and still making millions. FIFA 21 recently released
and already has millions of players. It is definitely due to generate a large amount
of money over the next couple of months through esports events and players buying
FIFA points to help them make their team better, FIFA is only one of the many
sports games in the esports areas but by far the most influential and interesting to
the wider population.
Year 12 Biology students have started to look at the biochemical structure and
biological function of major molecules, including carbohydrates, proteins and lipids.
Both our Physics and Chemists have been turning their attention to the ideal gases
and the ideal gas equation. In maths, we have worked on transforming graphs, in
Further Maths on roots of polynomials and in maths for Engineering we have
focused on simultaneous equations. Psychology students started a new topic for
paper 2 this week – biopsychology – where they are learning about the nervous
system, neurons and synaptic transmission and the endocrine system. Engineering
students have been looking at the development of industry 4.0 in engineering and
how we can start to generate 3d models to be used within it. Art students are are
doing a project on Greek Mythology - their first design challenge was to create a
Greek Myths inspired design using only black, white and Grey tones. In PBL,
students have been continuing their lab skills induction and have made excellent
progress using the micropipettes and spectrophotometers to analyse solutions of
Copper sulfate. They have been invited to apply to join the Baltic Research Institute
and we have already had great interest from the students wishing to join our 4 main
departments: Communications, Education and Outreach, Technical Centres,
Advanced Manufacturing. We will shortlist the applicants for the leadership roles
and conduct interviews next week so that we have a team in place for the return
after half-term
Year 13 psychology students started their new optional topic in paper 3 –
relationships - this week learning about the evolutionary explanations of
relationships. In maths we have worked on radians and trigonometry. Students are
doing a wide range of work for their personal investigations for art, (L-R): designing
an alien race, creating a book of dragons around the world, designing a virtual
band, exploring identity through tattoo design, creating concept art, and making a
fashion magazine. Year 13 students have also continued to work on their extended
projects

Junior Leadership Team
This week the Junior leaders continued
with presenting the school with a new
influential black person each day. We
started this week off with Harriet Tubman,
known for succesfully freeing 70+ people
from slavery by leading them along the
underground railgrounds. Followed by
Martin Luther King Jr. a christian minister
and activist known for his place in the
American civil rights movement. As well as
Lilian Bader, who was from Toxteth and
was one of the first black women to join
the British armed forces. Leading to
today’s black person Wangari Maathai, a
social, environmental and political activist
and the first African woman to win a nobel
prize. The Junior Leadership also held
their first virtual meeting yesterday. It was
a successful session as we all contributed
to come up with so many ideas on how to
improve mental health of students as well
as raising awareness. We also discussed
the future of the JLT in terms of potential
events and fundraisers that could take
place later on in this school year.
Serena Knockaert and Isaac Simmons,
Head Girl and Head Boy
Laura Bonneson

