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THE 
STUDIO

Studio Schools are a new concept in education; working closely with industry partners, 
they seek to address the growing gap between the skills and knowledge that young people 
require to succeed, and those that the current education system provides. They are small 
schools that cater for students aged 14 - 19 and feel more like a workplace than a school.

In September 2015, The Studio will be entering its third year of operation. We have already 
established ourselves as the school of choice for students from across Merseyside who are 
creative, entrepreneurial and passionate about technology. Whether you are thinking of 
joining us in Year 10 or Sixth Form, you will find the transition to The Studio an easy one. 

You will be joining a group of like-minded young people who appreciate one another and 
help each other succeed. You will be supported by a team of highly qualified teachers and 
coaches dedicated to bringing out the best in you.

The Studio feels and operates in a different way to a conventional school. There is a 
longer school day and professional expectations, like the workplace. We have very close 
relationships with the creative and digital sector and our students develop their expertise by 
working closely with these partners so that they become industry ready.

Join us and get ahead of the game.

Shaun McInerney, 
Principal – The Studio 



4 thestudioliverpool.ukTHE STUDIO

THE PLACE 
TO BE

The Creative & Digital Sector 

The creative and digital sector is one of the fastest growing and arguably most dynamic sectors in the 
UK. Who knows what type of jobs will exist in 10 years’ time? Or even which product or service will 
have disrupted our lives to such an extent as smartphones, YouTube and the cloud. 

The Baltic Triangle

Liverpool’s Baltic Triangle, once the city’s well-worn workshop, is now a cutting-edge destination 
where pioneering creative and tech entrepreneurs locate their enterprises. It is a vibrant community 
of games, mobile, film, marketing, tech and creative companies. Literally on our doorstep these 
entrepreneurs inspire our students to excel in this sector. Their proximity to our school enables them 
to support our students whilst still growing their innovative businesses.  

Progression Routes 
 
We are committed to ensuring that our students progress onto appropriate pathways. The future is 
bright for our students, whether they go to university, secure a high quality apprenticeship or even 
start their own business. 
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“We are working with The Studio to ensure that the next generation of 
talent gets the right kind of skills. We work directly with the amazing 
mentor programme whilst supporting students with their projects.”

Maria Stukoff, 
Head of Academic Development at Sony Computer 
Entertainment Europe 

Industry Partners

Our industry partners share our vision to nurture the next generation of creative and digital 
entrepreneurs. They are committed to supporting our students with mentorship, specialist 
workshops, work placements and securing their first jobs after graduating from The Studio. 
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STUDIO 
LIFE 

The Working Day 

A day at The Studio is purposefully longer than an average school day. It includes time for 
enrichment activities, industry projects and homework so there is still time for personal life. Students 
are expected to be in from 9am to 5pm, just like the world of work. Over two academic years, 
students gain a full term of extra study enabling them to maximise their grades. 

Coaching 

Each student has a Personal Coach who sets challenging targets, encourages and monitors progress. 
Coaches work to ensure that students receive all the support they need to address and remove 
any obstacles to learning and to flourish as confident learners. Personal Coaches play a central role 
in students’ personal and academic development. There is a particular focus on ensuring that new 
students gain the necessary literacy, self-confidence and social skills to settle quickly.

Facilities

We have industry standard facilities including a Mac suite, gaming studio, art studio, a cinema and 
flexible areas for students to work independently.
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“The focus on self-development prepares 
students more effectively than traditional 
secondary schools.”

Ceredig Cattanach-Chell
Learning Coach
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YEAR 10 AND 11 
CURRICULUM

Core Curriculum 

In Year 10 and 11, our students follow the National Curriculum and select two subjects from our 
industry led pathways. This gives our students the foundation that they need for a broad based 
education and enables them to prepare to specialise in Sixth Form. 

Pathways

Our industry partners have worked to define exactly which attributes, skills and experiences are 
required of their future workforce. We have established three pathways – Coding, Creativity and 
Entrepreneurship. The pathways reflect the three core skill areas in the sector and students can 
choose subjects that reflect their career aspirations. Students at The Studio are not limiting their 
options by choosing a specialist pathway, they will develop skills and experiences that are attractive to 
many industries operating in a digital context. 

CREATE 

The CREATE framework is grounded in a wide range of skill typologies and has been developed 
specifically for Studio Schools in order to equip young people with the key employability skills that 
they need to flourish in life. Our students develop their CREATE skills in all areas of Studio life and 
record their journey on their personal Google sites.

Studio Futures

PHSE and Citizenship is delivered via our Studio Futures programme. Here, students explore the 
wider social, economic and personal context of the digital world. Students develop their own stance 
towards digital technology that is well informed and critically astute. Our students use this knowledge 
to interact with the digital world successfully to enhance their lives and the lives of others.
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Year 10 and 11 Curriculum

GCSE English Language
GCSE English Literature
GCSE Maths
GCSE Science (Double)
Studio Futures (PSHE / Citizenship)
Level 2 Interactive Media 

Pathways – Students choose two options from: 

            Coding

GCSE Computing
BTEC ICT
GCSE /  BTEC Electronics 

            Creativity 

GCSE Film
GCSE Fine Art
GCSE Graphics
BTEC Music Technology
BTEC Creative Media 

             Entrepreneurship

GCSE History
GCSE Spanish
GCSE Geography 
GCSE / BTEC Business

Physical Education 
Extended Project Qualification 
Studio Digital / Industry Readiness
Coaching  
Enrichment

“I have learned amazing new skills and 
have made great connections that will be 
vital when in industry. Overall I feel a lot 
more confident about my career and future 
because of The Studio.”

Lucas Dube
Year 11
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SIXTH FORM 
CURRICULUM

Pathways

Our pathways: Coding, Creativity and Entrepreneurship reflect the three core skill areas in the 
creative and digital sector. In Sixth Form, students are able to specialise by choosing a smaller 
number of subjects across these pathways. We support our students to select one of our three 
curriculum bundles within the pathways based on their academic ability and career aspirations.

Studio Futures 

The Studio Futures curriculum continues in Sixth Form with students exploring the wider social, 
economic and personal context of the digital world. We encourage our students to take a more 
proactive leadership role within The Studio and the wider community in the Sixth Form, by taking on 
digital leadership projects to enhance their skills development and portfolios. 

Studio Freelance 

We encourage students to take on at least one placement during their time here at The Studio, as 
working on a freelance basis is commonplace in the creative and digital sector. Our specialist staff will 
help to support students to source a placement that best reflects their skills and career aspirations.  

Progression

Our students are supported to progress onto their next steps with regular coaching from our staff 
and the delivery of a specialist Industry Readiness Programme. Trips to Universities, local employers 
and careers events are key features of our calendar to help students make the most appropriate 
choices and decisions. 

CREATE 

The CREATE framework is grounded in a wide range of skill typologies and has been developed 
specifically for Studio Schools in order to equip young people with the key employability skills that 
they need to flourish in life. Our students develop their CREATE skills in all areas of Studio life and 
record their journey on their personal Google sites.
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Sixth Form Curriculum

Studio Digital / Industry Readiness
Coaching 
Studio Freelance 
Level 3 Interactive Media 

Pathways - Students choose one of our bundles and select their subjects from our core 
pathways.  

Quad Bundle 

4 A Levels + AS Extended Project 
+ BTEC Creative Media

Triple Bundle 

3 A Levels / BTECs + AS Extended 
Project + BTEC Creative Media 

Dual Bundle 

Resit GCSE English/Maths + 
BTEC Creative Media + BTEC ICT 

             Coding

A Level Physics
A Level Maths / Further Maths
A Level Computing
A Level Chemistry
A Level Electronics
CISCO
BTEC ICT Single or Double 

            Creativity 

BTEC Creative Media (Games 
Development Double Award)
A Level English Literature
A Level English Language
A Level Art and Design
A Level Graphics
A Level Film
A Level Creative Writing

             Entrepreneurship

BTEC Enterprise and  
Entrepreneurship
A Level Economics
A Level Spanish
A Level History
A Level Sociology
A Level Psychology
A Level Geography 

Destinations - Our commitment is to ensure that all our students progress onto the 
appropriate destination when graduating from The Studio

University 

We partner with local and 
specialist universities to ensure 
that our students make the 
right choices and have a smooth 
transition into higher education.

Apprenticeship 

We are working with our local 
partners in the Baltic Triangle to 
secure high level apprenticeship 
opportunities for our students. 

Self-Employment

Some of our students may want 
to progress directly into self 
employment and we will ensure 
that they are supported by 
specialists in this sector. 
 

Level 3 Extended Project 
Enrichment
Studio Futures
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INDUSTRY 
READY  

Our philosophy for careers education is to prepare our students to thrive in an increasingly dynamic 
sector. Portfolio careers are typical in this industry and it is the norm for people to change their 
specialism and area of employment continually to adapt to new opportunities. Our students need 
to be prepared for this. We nurture our students to be adaptable to new projects, roles and new 
technologies throughout their careers. They need to demonstrate passion and expertise in their 
chosen specialism, but also the ability to collaborate with other specialists in a multi-disciplinary 
team. 

Studio Digital 

Every student participates in Studio Digital, a dedicated programme to develop their digital 
entrepreneurial skills. Each student takes on a specialist role in a multidisciplinary team to complete 
an industry focused challenge. At the end of each year, students host a showcase event where they 
exhibit their work before releasing to the public on platforms such as Google Play.

“We’re all proud of what The Studio has achieved in a very short space 
of time. It’s amazing to see the ideas and apps that the students are 
coming up with. A big part of The Studio’s success is how close the local 
games and tech sector are involved.”
Clemens Wangerin, Chief Operating Officer, Starship
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“I mentored an excellent team of students 
who showed many of the skills needed in 
the commercial world of the digital sector 
such as project management, product 
development and marketing. As a CEO of a 
digital company, I am taking a keen interest 
in the students and will be offering positions 
to some of them as they graduate.”
Lee Omar, 
Red Ninja
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Enrichment 

We have an extensive enrichment programme which includes sports, the arts and industry focused 
activities. Industry trips are a regular feature in our school calendar.  Students also engage with a 
professional guest speaker programme to enrich their studies and industry projects. 

Mentorship

Every team of students is given an industry mentor to work with throughout the duration of Studio 
Digital. Our students highly value the advice, guidance and specialist skills shared by our mentors. 
The programme also helps industry professionals to identify young talent and their potential future 
employees.

“The Studio provides the perfect opportunity 
to introduce to young people how digital 
businesses such as ours work. I have never 
seen an educational establishment manage 
the gulf between education and employment 
so well.”

Phil Charnock, 
Draw and Code
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“The Studio opens up opportunities for the 
future as you get to work alongside industry 
mentors located around the Liverpool area. 
The Studio offers more specific courses 
which will help us stand out when going into 
employment or further education.”

Jennifer Heaton
Year 13

15
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INDUSTRY 
READY

Our students develop their skills, attributes and experiences in so many different ways at The Studio. 
We have developed a model for Industry Readiness to help students to secure their future career 
ambitions and to ensure that they have a broad base of skills in preparation for a varied career in a 
dynamic sector.

Code
Students develop their 
coding skills, at their 
own pace and apply 
their talent to a range of 
applications.

Creative
Students develop a broad 
understanding of the 
creative process applied 
in a range of sectors. 

Students develop their 
specialist skills creating 
and launching digital 
products.

Digital

Start StartStart

Start of students 
Industry Readiness

journey.

KPI Key

Beginner

Apprentice

Expert 

Coach 
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Students develop the 
appropriate skills and 
knowledge to become a 
freelance contractor.

Students learn to 
manage their own 
professional development 
and digital portfolio. This 
is vitally important in 
such a dynamic sector.

Entrepreneur Lead Pro Play Freelance
Students develop their 
entrepreneurial mindset 
and skillset.

Students share their 
specialist knowledge with 
our local community  
whilst developing their 
employability skills. 

Start Start Start Start

We have created Key Performance Indicators (KPIs) for Industry Readiness. Students are required 
to complete projects for each Key Performance Indicator whilst studying their GCSEs. They can 
use their work from their subjects, enrichment or Studio Digital as evidence to meet their KPIs.  
Together, students and coaches will decide which level of expertise they have achieved for each KPI: 
Beginner, Apprentice, Expert or Coach.

During their Sixth form studies, students must progress through the model, repeating the projects, 
but improving their level of expertise. Sixth Form students take on an additional KPI, Freelance, by 
taking on a work placement to complement their studies. 
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JOIN OUR 
TRIBE 

At The Studio, we have created a tribe of like-minded young people who, for the first time can thrive 
in a creative, aspirational education community. Our students are committed to their education and 
as a result they are inspired to work hard. 

We have high aspirations for our students, who we know will change the digital world for the better. 
Our students are already ahead of the game and places are limited. If you are ambitious and eager to 
explore and develop your future, join The Studio. 
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The Studio
CUC Building,
41 Greenland Street,
Liverpool,
L1 0BS

www.thestudioliverpool.uk
0151 230 1330

Jam
aica St.

Parliament St.

Flint St.

St. James St.

Greenland St.

The Studio

The Baltic Triangle

TheStudioLiverpool
@lpoolstudio 
lpoolstudio

To make an application and find out more, 
please visit: www.thestudioliverpool.uk/apply
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www.thestudioliverpool.uk
0151 230 1330
       TheStudioLiverpool
       @lpoolstudio
       lpoolstudio #AheadOfTheGame


